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This fall, Visiting Nurse
/ Hospice Atlanta is
launching CentreCare,

an innovative new residential
program for hospice patients
and their families. One of the
first programs of its kind in
Georgia, CentreCare will be
offered by VN / HA at its
inpatient facility, The
Hospice Atlanta Center in
Buckhead. With 36 private
rooms, it is the largest inpa-
tient facility in Georgia and
an integral component of the comprehen-
sive hospice and palliative care program
offered by Visiting Nurse / Hospice
Atlanta.

An inpatient hospice facility such as the
Hospice Atlanta Center is a wonderful
option for patients who are experiencing
acute symptoms of their illness and need
more intense clinical care to manage those
symptoms. On average, a hospice patient
will be in an inpatient center for less than
two weeks. Experience shows that over
80% of Hospice AtlantaÕs patients can be
safely and effectively cared for in their
home or residence. For most patients and
families this is the desired option; to die
peacefully in their homes with their loved
ones around them. 

For some people, however, the home
environment is not the best option for pro-
viding the care and support the patient
needs. Hiring caregivers such as certified

nursing assistants through
private agencies who come
into the home is always an
option, but an expense many
families cannot afford. Even
when this type of care is
affordable, some people do
not feel comfortable with
non-family members in their
home during the difficult
time of losing a loved one.
Scheduling private care-
givers can also be very
stressful. 

Until now, when home care was not the
best option, moving the patient to a nurs-
ing home was the only solution. Hospice
AtlantaÕs CentreCare provides another
alternative.

CentreCare has dedicated private, resi-
dential rooms at the Hospice Atlanta
Center for individuals who qualify for
home hospice care, but not acute, inpa-
tient hospice care. CentreCare is a perfect
solution for end-of-life patients who need
more care and support than families can
give them at home, and those who need
care away from home for an extended
period of time. 

While patients are responsible for a pri-
vate pay portion under CentreCare, the
home hospice benefit also contributes
toward the cost of services, thus making
the CentreCare program a quality, afford-
able solution for some patients. By allow-
ing the patient to come to the Hospice

Atlanta Center for a short or long-term
stay, the patient has end-of-life care
experts on site. These experts include
physicians, licensed nurses, certified nurs-
ing assistants, social workers, chaplains
and volunteers. In addition to this
increased support, the family also has
peace of mind knowing that nursing serv-
ices are available 24 hours a day, just out-
side the patientÕs door. 

Because CentreCare allows patients to
stay for extended periods, the dedicated
patient rooms have been renovated to
include additional amenities. Even
Hospice AtlantaÕs active volunteer network
has been called into action to develop spe-
cial ways of supporting these longer-stay
patients and their families. As long as the

patient is hospice appropriate, CentreCare
is an option for patients and families going
through the stress of a terminal illness. 

Visiting Nurse / Hospice Atlanta has
been caring for terminally-ill patients and
their families in the Atlanta area since
1983. The CentreCare option is just one
more way of providing the very best in
compassionate, innovative, cost effective,
quality care for the communities we
serve.

Weyman Perry, Vice President, Business
Development, Visiting Nurse / Hospice

Atlanta, can be reached at
weyman_perry@vnhs.org or

(770) 936-1155.
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